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SAVE THE DATE—Friends event
including information sessions
and dinner will be held on
2/22/06. Details to follow!

Winter Field Trips are
upcoming!

Join the GRVLT for a snow-
shoe, a cross-country ski trip,
a night of Italian food and
wine, and several other fun
activities. Look for details in
the brochure you will receive
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The Green River Valley Land Trust
(GRVLT) has now worked with 29 fami-
lies to protect more than 13,500 acres
in Sublette County. The success of the
GRVLT has proven that the community
cares about agriculture, wildlife, clean
air, clean water and other benefits of
open space. The generous work of lo-
cal landowners has created a legacy
of conserved properties.

We are pleased to report that we com-
pleted 24% of our overall protection
during 2005, by working with landown-
ers to conserve 3,281 acres with conser-
vation easements.

Aside from being a great year for land
conservation, 2005 was also a banner
year for engaging people in our work.
Whether evidenced by the 400+ peo-
ple who attended our Fifth Anniversary
Celebration, the attainment of our 50
for the 5th goal (50 new and increased
level gifts in honor of our fifth anniver-
sary last year), the interest in field trips,
or the enthusiasm of the Friends, the
dedication of this community to the
mission of the GRVLT is stronger than
ever. But we still have much to do!

What does this mean for you in 20067
We are currently working with landown-
ers to conserve another 2,500+ acres in
the next several months. We are hope-
ful that we’ll have another record year.
To do so, we are sharpening the tools
that we use to meet the challenges

and opportunities we face. For exam-
ple, we have followed the Strategic
Plan that our Board established (for a
copy, call the office at 367-7007); we
will continued to follow our Plan as we
move into 2006 and beyond.

We hope you received our recent De-
cember 2005 newsletter, and we hope
you’ve seen that we have updated our
website. The website will provide you
with many new ways to keep up with
what we’re doing. We are also reor-
ganizing our in-office documentation
to better serve the landowners with
whom we work. We are finalizing our
winter field trips and planning a host of
other events and community outreach
activities. We are planning another
Friends event in February, so

I We will soon get
you details of the session we plan to
offer on some specifics of our efforts.

Finally, we’re here to help! If you feel
you are in need of an update, if you
have a question about a particular
project, or if you would like to be
briefed on an issue about which you
have a concern, call us or stop in. We
would be happy to talk further with
you!

We hope that all of you and your fami-
lies are enjoying a happy and healthy
new year thus far, and we look forward
to working with you in 2006! Thanks for

\\

your participation.
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Buyer Program-—
h e

t Latest?

The GRVLT's conservation buyer program helped three new Sublette County landowners conserve their beauti-
ful properties in 2005! Thanks to the CBP, two additional parcels in the Ryegrass Ranch and one additional par-
cel in the Seven Mile River Ranch--529 acres total--will remain open and in agriculture forever!

The GRVLT's Conservation Buyer Program works to match conservation-worthy properties with conservation-
minded buyers. We are not realtors and do not charge commissions. We simply maintain a list of available area
properties with important agricultural, wildlife and open space values that the Land Trust believes merit signifi-
cant conservation attention. We also maintain a list of conservation-minded buyers.

We work with sellers and real estate professionals to keep this list current, and share the information with inter-
ested parties that contact our office. If a buyer locates a suitable property, GRVLT can assist them in complet-
ing a conservation easement to preserve the property's natural characteristics today and into the future. In
addition to conserving the property's natural values, conservation easements offer a variety of income and
estate tax benefits. These benefits can effectively reduce a property's purchase price by recapturing a portion
of the cost through tax savings.

Realtors—Please tell your clients about the Conservation
Buyer Program and tell us about listings you represent that

Spread the

we can include in our inventory of conservation properties. Word abOUt
Buyers—Consider working with the GRVLT to become a conservation buyer, as the
an individual or as part of a group purchase.

Conservation

Sellers—If you have a property that you want or need to sell, but still wish to see
its agricultural, scenic, or natural values conserved, please have your realtor con- Buyer
tact us so that we can let prospective buyers know about your property.

- _ Program
e \Wildlife—Farm and ranch land provides more than 70
() percent of the habitat for America's wildlife. t0 peop'e Who
; ® Scenic views and wide-open countryside—Well- .
managed farm and ranch land protects soil and water. are mterested
- - Farmland loss has visible environmental impacts. . .
50O .||® Accessto fresh local foods—86 percent of our fruits and In buymg and
o€ - vegetables and 63 percent of our dairy products grown .
cc in this country are produced on urban-edge farms Conservmg
) threatened by sprawl; in 2005, U.S. beef production was
g a $78 billion industry. property here.
- < e Millions of jobs both on the land and in secondary ser-
; © vices.
c ® Down-to-earth values and the character of our rural
® communities—America was born an agricultural nation,
Y and ranches help define our cultural heritage.
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Name That Raptor

Merriam-Webster defines the word “raptor” as a bird of prey. More specifically, the word “raptor” refers to
hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls. Can you name the raptors below using their silhouettes as the only clue to
their identities? For answers, see the last page.

1) A Red-shouldered hawk B. Cooper’s hawk C. Osprey

4

2) A Black vulture B. Northern harrier C. Merlin

.’

3) A Red-tailed hawk B. Northern goshawk  C. American kestrel

+

4) A Rough-legged hawk B. Golden eagle C. Turkey vulture

{

5) A Bald eagle B. Sharp-shinned hawk C. Golden eagle

{

6) A Peregrine falcon B. Golden eagle C. Cooper’s hawk

1

7) A Cooper’s hawk B. Osprey C. Red-tailed hawk

3

8) A Northern harrier B. American kestrel C. Red-tailed hawk

1

\\ Excerpted from BIRDSCAPES , Spring-Summer 2003//.
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The Money’s out there..
Potential Sources of Funding for
Purchased Easements

From conservation easements to range management and habitat enhancement, the GRVLT can help
landowners find funding for a wide variety of projects. This funding—from public and private sources—
can help landowners offset some of the costs of achieving their goals for their property!

Though the GRVLT can't guarantee that landowners will receive this funding, we can work with them to
find the best funding source for their projects and make their applications as competitive as possible. If
you have a project you'd like to do, contact Land Program Director Jordan Vana at (307) 367-7007 or
jordan@grviandtrust.org.

5% (9 50 00 50 (s o
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Ever Wanted To Know
bout...

servation Easements-—
Afraid To AsKk

Everything you

A
Post-Mortem Con
But Were

Imagine that Mr. and Mrs. Smith own a ranch in Sublette County. Thanks to rising land values, the
Smiths’ ranch is worth far more today than they paid for it originally. This means the Smiths could
face a substantial estate tax bill when they pass away.

deaths. However, the Smiths have a modest income, so donating an easement right now won’t do
¥ ) them much good. Moreover, the Smiths do not want to restrict their ability to sell the ranch for top
dollar in case they need the money down the road.

) *é The Smiths love the ranch and would like to conserve it so their children can enjoy it after their
)

Can the Smiths meet their goals? Absolutely. By providing for the donation of a conservation easement to GRVLT
through their will or estate plan, the Smiths can reduce (and perhaps even eliminate) the estate tax on their estate,
conserve the ranch for their children and preserve their ability to sell the ranch during their lives. The Smiths can
ensure that the easement meets their family’s needs and goals by including a completed draft of the document in

their will or estate plan.

Even if the Smiths don’t provide for the easement donation in their will or estate plan, their heirs could direct their
executor to donate a “post-mortem” easement that would give their estate the same tax benefits as the testamen-

tary easement.

Conservation easements offer a variety of estate planning opportunities that landowners should explore with their
families and advisors. For more information on conservation easements and estate planning, contact Land Pro-
gram Director Jordan Vana at (307) 367-7007 or jordan@grvlandtrust.org.

) s
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Focus on

Who Are Friends? ‘

\\

e Bob & Laurel Barrett e Allen & Caroline Ferguson e  Cally McKee e  Scott & Judy Smith
e Bob & Carolyn Bing e Chad & JenniferHayward e  Stu & Barb McKinley e Rollie & Bettina Sparrowe
e James Bond e Norm & Carole Hofley e Deena McMullen e  Hort Spitzer
e Joe & Dianne Boroff e  Bernie & Sue Holz e  Mike & Carolyn Monier ®  Phelps & Pam Swift
e Jon & Sheryl Boroff e  JuliJames e Jm & Tina Nelson e KennaTanner
e Vance & Sandra Brewer e Thomas “Doc” & Jane e Dick Noble e John & Wendy Walter
e David & Lisa Carlin ° Johnston e Mark & Susan Noble e  Phil & Patty Washburn
e John & Penny Chrisman e Herb & Joan Kelleher e  Mike & Margie Nystrom e  Susan Watts
e Dean & Karen Clause e Don & KendallKendall,Jr., e Norm & Barb Pape e Galen West
e  Will & Laura Davenport ® lance & lLana ® Ron & Lisa Rhyne e Clark Wheeler
e  Brian & Annie Espenscheid Koppenhafer e Jim Roscoe & Jane e Blane & Julie Woodfin
e Chad & Gudrid e Nannette Latchford Baldwin
Espenscheid Kitty Lohse e  Judy Singleton '!‘ '!\
® Gene & Sue Eversull ® Bob & Marna MaclLean e Courtney & Maria Skinner (Q) ‘_\,,. (&3 _L,.

Land Marks—-Update on Land Program
Projects & Activities

GRVLT Easements Over Time

Total acreage of Lands Protected with a Conservation Easement 2000—2005: 13,585
Acreage of Lands Protected in 2001 1474 12 Number of
Acreage of Lands Protected in 2002: 5,800 . Fasements
Acreage of Lands Protected in 2003: 1,696 4
Acreage of Lands Protected in 2004: 1,334 2
Acreage of Lands Protected in 2005: 3,281 ° % o s1
Acreage of Projects In Progress for 2006: 2,500+ 7 % % % o,

Year

Did You Know.

...the difference between a donkey, a burro and a mule?

A donkey is a member of the ass family—that stocky, little grey or brown, long-eared fellow you see
being led around by prospectors in the old movies. The word “burro” is simply the Spanish word for
donkey. These animals often don’t move terribly fast and cannot carry large loads, but they are ex-

tremely hardy and resilient, able to survive on extremely poor feed and in very rough climates.

A mule is the hybrid offspring of a donkey and a female horse. Most of the time—99.9%—a mule is born sterile, but
the males do have to be castrated to prevent stud-like behavior. Once in a very great while, a female mule has
been known to conceive and bear a foal, when bred by a stud horse. There is no recorded instance of a male mule
being fertile. Mules come in virtually every size and color.

The selling point of mules is that they inherit the size, strength, and speed of the horse, as well as the toughness,
adaptability, and stamina of the donkey. They stay fat on poorer feed than horses, can travel farther and longer
with much less loss of condition, and generally do not lame as easily as horses. Mules also identify with a mare—or

any boss horse—as their mother figure, and thus willingly follow and stay with a herd on the trail.

f/




Green River Valley
Land Trust

P.O. Box 1580
Pinedale, WY 82941

SAVE THE DATE:
GRVLT 2006
Annual Picnic

8/26/06

WE'RE ON THE WEB:
WWW.GRVLANDTRUST.ORG

The mission of the Green River Valley Land Trust is to assist
landowning families of the area in the conservation of agri-
cultural, ranch and natural lands, in order to sustain and
protect open spaces, watersheds, wildlife habitat and other
ecological values for the benefit of today’s
inhabitants and as a legacy for future

A GREEN RIVE
VALLEY LAND
TRUST

NEWSLETTER

generations.

Since it was founded in 2000, the Green River Valley Land
Trust has worked with 29 families to protect more than
13,500 acres of prime ranchland in Sublette County.

Green River Valley Land Trust
136 West Pine Street

P.O. Box 1580

Pinedale, Wyoming 82941

Phone: 307-367-7007
Fax: 307-367-7207
E-mail: info@grvlandtrust.org

SAVE THE DATE:

GRVLT 2006

Across the
Fence Post...

Allen, Caroline & Colt Ferguson welcomed a new addition to
their family on 1/1/06—Caleb Sackett Ferguson, the first
baby of the year born at St. John’s Hospital in Jackson.

Darby Clause joined her parents Dean & Karen Clause in
welcoming a new little sister—Kemmer Marie—on 1/15/06.

Congratulations and our best wishes to both families!
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