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SAVE THE DATE—

Diana Hulme from the
University of Wyoming's
Ruckelshaus Institute for
Environment and Natural
Resources will make a
presentation about open
space and conserving family
ranches
Tuesday, 4/25/06
7:00—8:00pm at the
Lovatt Room of the Sublette
County Library in Pinedale

A GROWING NEED FOR OUR WORK
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Sublette County’s
Population: What's the
Latest?

Matching Gifts

3 Main Focus Areas
WANTED: Spotted Knapweed
What is a Noxious Weed?

Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know About...What You Can
Do To Help Fight Noxious
Weeds—But Were Afraid to
Ask

Focus On: Stewardship Fund

Land Marks—Update on Land
Program Projects & Activities

Did You Know...

GRVLT Contact Information
and Mission

Across the Fence Post...
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The Green River Valley Land Trust is not anti-growth and development. We simply seek to
work with local landowners who want to conserve Sublette County’s agricultural, ranch
and natural lands. We understand and support the fact that this County will grow and
change, but our hope, via our mission, is that the change can be thoughtful and planned
and can recognize that there are some places logical for development and other places—
character-defining places—that, if developed, will forever change what is special about
Sublette County.

Between 1982 and 2002, the United States lost 34.5 million acres of rural lands—almost 5,000
acres per day—to poorly planned growth, rapid subdivision, and development.

Sublette County is no stranger to that growth and development. In fact, Sublette County is

the fastest growing County in Wyoming.

e Sublette County’s population grew 43.01% between 1990 and 2005.

e Between 1990 and 2000, the County grew 22.9%, or 2.5 times the state average.

e Between 2000 and 2004, the County’s population increased 14.41%; Sublette County
missed being included in the “100 Fastest Growing US Counties” by 1.49%)!

e Between 2000 and 2003, Sublette County’s population increased 7.6%, which, for
example, was 3.8 times Teton County’s 2.0% rate of population increase.

e Between 2000 and 2005, the County grew 20.11% (an average of 4.02% per year). To
provide a sense of scale, this parallels the rate of growth of Phoenix (3.8%) and San
Antonio (3.7%). It exceeds that of San Diego (3%), Houston (2.9%), and Los Angeles
(2.8%)!

e Of the 100 Fastest-Growing U.S. Counties by Percentage Growth (7/1/04—7/1/05),
Sublette County ranks an ironic #23. This means that Sublette County is higher in its rate
of growth than Deschutes County, Oregon—where Bend is located. Bend is the 6th
fastest growing city in the U.S. Sublette County is also higher in its rate of growth than
Douglas County, Georgia—which is the county home to residents of suburban Atlanta.

These statistics correspond to another we often cite. The American Farmland Trust study
ranked Sublette County as the County first at risk in Wyoming for the conversion of
agricultural lands to subdivision by 2020. It is estimated that of Sublette County’s 591,162
acres of private land, 57%—336,000 acres—will be converted from open space to
subdivision in the next 14 years. This is consistent projections that predict that the County’s
population will increase 29% in the next 10 years. This may seem hard to believe now,
considering the vast, open space for which Sublette County is known. But, ask residents of
Jackson, WY, Greeley and Telluride, CO, and Boise, ID, whether or not they would have
expected the growth they’ve experienced.

You have played a key role in our mission to conserve the signature landscapes of Sublette
County! We are grateful, and recognize that our success in the coming months depends
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on people like you. Thank you—we’re conserving a lot more than just land!
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SUBLETTE COUNTY’S POPULATION — ?ﬁ
WHAT’S THE LATEST?
Year Pinedale | Big Piney | Marbleton Rural Sublette | Percent |Wyoming | Percent
County | Change Change .
Since Since ,g
1990 1990 2
1990 1181 454 634 2574 4843 0% 453589 0% §
1991 1208 453 645 2658 4964 2.5% 459260 | 1.25% %
1992 1219 446 648 2709 5022 3.7% 466251 | 2.79% S
1993 1256 447 664 2817 5184 7.04% | 473081 4.3% gg
1994 1307 453 688 2960 5409 11.69% | 480283 | 5.89% § %
1995 1330 449 696 3040 5515 13.88% | 485160 | 6.96% ‘§ gl
1996 1348 442 702 3109 5601 15.65% | 488167 | 7.62% Z %}
1997 1365 434 707 3178 5684 17.37% | 489451 | 7.91% % %
1998 1383 427 713 3251 5773 19.20% | 490787 8.2% 3 g
1999 1395 417 715 3308 5835 20.48% | 491780 | 8.42% v8;§
2000 1419 410 723 3400 5952 22.90% | 493782 | 8.86% % EQ
2001 1404 407 717 3408 5936 22.57% | 494118 | 8.94% z)
2002 1462 426 752 3578 6218 28.39% | 499192 | 10.05% é
2003 1501 434 767 3650 6352 31.16% | 502111 | 10.7% g
2004 1575 444 789 3842 6650 37.31% | 506529 | 11.67% %
2005 6926 43.01% | 509294 | 12.28% ”

The above numbers do not include rotational
workers who are living in the area on a
temporary basis; the numbers also do not

include part-time residents

MATCHING

GIFTS...

Check with your
company’s
human resources
department to see if
they will match your
gift to the
Green River Valley
Land Trust.

Gifts may be made
by mail or online at
www.grviandtrust.org

As the busy summer season approaches, we’re gearing
up in three main areas:

GMW the M'a Sjmmf Places: Using voluntary legal agreements

called conservation easements, the GRVLT works with landowners
throughout the year to conserve our agricultural heritage, wildlife
habitat, beautiful views, clean air, and clean water. If you or someone
you know would like to learn more about this flexible tool, please
contact us!

Meeting our Stewardohip Responsibilities: As a public charity, the GRVLT

has the perpetual responsibility to ensure that the easements we hold
benefit the public forever. We do this in several ways, including serving
as a resource for landowners interested in habitat enhancements and
available funding for such projects, monitoring our easement properties
and working with conserved property owners to meet their needs and
goals.

Conseviation Hucalion:
create a better understanding of the role the community can play in
conserving what is so special about Sublette County; look for our
summer field trip brochure and details about other upcoming events!

Through outreach, the GRVLT is working to
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WANTED

(Dead, Not Alive)
SPOTTED
KNAPWETESD

-Reaches almost 3 feet in height

-Maintains a flowering stalk as it matures

-Has dark spots that are visible on flower buds and heads
-Has flowers that are pink to purple, sometimes white

-Has leaves that are short, narrow, and covered with fine hair;
small and divided at the base of the plant; in small clusters
close to the ground during its first year

-Choking and deliberately taking over native plants

-Stealing land and food from wildlife

-Corrupting and invading open lands, roadsides and recreation
areas

-Costing a bundle for taxpayers to control

-Wreaking havoc and mayhem on innocent, unsuspecting
ecosystems
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WHAT Is A NoXxiIous WEED?

The term "weed" means different things to different people. In the broadest sense, it is any plant growing where it is
not wanted. Weeds can be native or non-native, invasive or non-invasive, and noxious or not noxious. Legally, a
noxious weed is any plant desighated by a Federal, State or county government as injurious to public health,
agriculture, recreation, wildlife or property. A noxious weed is also commonly defined as a plant that grows out of
place (i.e. arose can be a weed in a wheat field) and is "competitive, persistent, and pernicious."

<—DALMATIAN
TOADFLAKX

EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED To KNOW
ABouUuT...
WHAT You CAN Do To HELP FIGHT
Noxi1ous WEEDS —
BuT WERE AFRAID To AsK

The best way to control noxious weeds is to stop them from spreading. It’s not always possible to keep weed seeds
from drifting down rivers, floating with the wind, or hitching rides on wildlife or in the treads of tires or hiking boots.
But, we can avoid spreading weeds by doing the following:

e Learn to identify plants common to your area and favorite hunting and fishing spots, so that you can recognize
potential invaders and report them to land and wildlife managers.

e Carry only certified weed-seed-free forage (pellets, hay, alfalfa) if you travel with pack animals.

e Feed pack animals only weed-seed-free forage for several days before heading to a new area or into the
backcountry.

e Thoroughly clean vehicles and livestock before entering the backcountry or traveling to a new area—to ensure
that they are free of weed seeds.

e Avoid traveling through weed-infested areas so as not to pick up and spread seeds.

e Camp only in weed-free areas.

e Do not pick and transport pretty flowers that you can’t identify—you may inadvertently spread the seed of an
attractive noxious weed.

e Be aware of what you sow in your yard and gardens and avoid inadvertently planting invasive exotics. For
example, purple loosestrife, an invasive plant that is altering riparian habitat throughout the West is still sold as
an ornamental in many nurseries.

e Support local, state, and federal efforts to control and eradicate noxious weeds.

e Getinvolved in local weed-control projects (the Land Trust will be sponsoring a Volunteer Day later this
summerl!).

e Spread the word about the dangers of noxious weeds and what people can do to help.
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Focus

ON:

STEWARDSHIP FUND

Land trusts like the Green River Valley Land Trust need reliable financial resources to ensure that conservation
easements, which last in perpetuity, can be monitored and enforced. For this reason, the GRVLT established a
Stewardship Fund. Today, the fund stands at approximately $425,000, and every penny is dedicated to defending
and strengthening the GRVLT’s conservation easement program.

The more successful the GRVLT is in working with landowners to conserve lands, the greater the stewardship obligation.
That is why the Stewardship Fund is so important. The GRVLT monitors every easement it holds every year. Annual
easement monitoring requires staff and other professional time, travel expenses, maps and photos, GPS and digital
photography, and administrative and record-keeping costs.

If the terms of an easement are violated, the GRVLT could face considerable legal and court fees to ensure that the
conservation values of the property are protected forever. The Stewardship Fund helps ensure that the GRVLT can
steward and protect easements now, in 50 years, and in 150 years.

The GRVLT asks that every landowner granting an easement make a tax-deductible donation to the Stewardship
Fund. That donation can be made all at once or over time, in cash, through a will or a planned gift, or from the gift of
appreciated securities. The amount of the requested gift varies and is dependent on the size of the property being
protected, the number of residential sites allowed, and other uses detailed in the easement. Landowners who donate
conservation easements to the GRVLT typically are the ones who care the most about seeing the property protected
in perpetuity, and understand that contributing to the Stewardship Fund is the best way to guarantee that outcome.
Contributions to the Stewardship Fund come from many other sources as well, such as foundation support and private
donations. If you are interested in learning more about the Stewardship Fund or in making a gift, please contact

Jordan Vana at 367-7007 or jordan@grvlandtrust.org.

LAND MARKS—UPDATE ON LAND PROGRAM
PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

13,585 acres

conserved since 2000

3 ’ 2 8 1t0ta| acres

conserved in 2005—more
than 2003 + 2004

3 2005 Conservation Buyer

Program projects

1 new easement in the

Seven Mile River Ranch: now 3

of 20 landowners have chosen

to conserve 17% of the Ranch’s

3,197 acres

3 new easements in the

Ryegrass Ranch: now 12 of
20 landowners have chosen
to conserve 63% of the
Ranch’s 2,854 acres

6 total projects completed in

2005—all of which conserve
working ranchland, critical
wildlife habitat and beautiful
views and build on neighbor
hood conservation momentum

DID YOU KNOW...WHAT SOME PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS ACROSS THE US?

“The easement has not inter-

fered with what we want to do
with our ranch or how we want
to manage it. In fact, we feel

the same about it now as we

did when we donated the first
easement: it is good for both

ranchers and sportsmen.”

-Jim Watkins, who donated 2
easements totaling 8.800 acres
on his South Dakota ranch
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“Hopefully other landowners will
realize like we have that this is
one of the best, one of the most
satisfying things you will ever do
with your life. When | visit the
ranch now, | can smile knowing
there’s not going to be a subdivi-
sion or a parking lot, and I think,
by golly, we've done a little bit for
making the world a better place.”

-Richard Macfarlane, who with
his siblings, placed an
easement on 5,553-acre ranch
in Utah

“Easements go beyond what
regulation can do. I don’t see the
one driving out the other. They

should be complementary tools.”

- Jean Hocker, first Director of
the Land Trust Alliance
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“Conservation easements can offer
community residents many benefits:
scenic or recreational amenities,
increased property values, and
reduced public service costs.”

-Joan Youngman, Senior Fellow
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

“I certainly didn't want my grand-
kids to drive by a new subdivision
and say, that used to be my
granddad's ranch.’ The main rea-
son we're doing an easement is
because | want my grandkids and
great-grandkids to be able to raise
their children in the ranching at-
mosphere . . . to develop a de-
pendability, a work ethic, an ability
to improvise and solve problems,
and a love and respect for the
land. | spent 45 years developing
this land . . . . What good is all that
if, when | die, it all changes? If |
don't protect it, I've wasted my
time.”

-Sid Goodloe, New Mexico
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Green River Valley
Land Trust

P.O. Box 1580
Pinedale, WY 82941

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
WWW.GRVLANDTRUST.ORG

The mission of the Green River Valley Land Trust is to assist
landowning families of the area in the conservation of
agricultural, ranch and natural lands, in order to sustain and
protect open spaces, watersheds, wildlife habitat and other

ecological values for the benefit of today’s

A GREEN RIVER inhabitants and as a legacy for future
VALLEY LAND generations.
TRUST
NEWSLETTER Since it was founded in 2000, the Green River Valley Land

Trust has worked with 29 families to protect more than
Green River Valley Land Trust 13,500 acres of prime ranchland in Sublette County.
136 West Pine Street
P.0. Box 1580

ACROSS THE
FENCE POST...

Pinedale, Wyoming 82941
Phone: 307-367-7007

Fax: 307-367-7207 Allen, Caroline, Colt and Caleb Ferg ill be leaving
o 5| Allen, Caroline, Colt an eb Ferguson will be leavin
E-mail: info@grviandtrust.org ‘ \ Wyoming and moving to Virginia in May. They will be

missed, but we’ll look forward to a future visit.

We’re looking for a part-time employee
to help with administrative tasks and out-
reach activities—approximately 15 hours

Friends members Bernie Holz, Juli James, Ron Rhyne and Kenna Tanner
were invited to join and have accepted membership on the GRVLT Board

per week at $15/hour. If you're interested of Directors. We welcome them and look forward to their involvement!
or know someone else who is, please We also have two new Advisory Board members: Mike Monier and Joe
contact Sarah: sarah@grvlandtrust.org. Ricketts.
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